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Abstract 

This study explores how social justice is interpreted and experienced by law students through 
classroom discussions in undergraduate legal education. Using a qualitative case study approach, 
the research focuses on how students engage with legal cases, debates, and reflective dialogue that 
address issues of inequality, rights, and fairness. A total of 18 law students participated in the study. 
Data were collected through classroom observations and semi-structured interviews, then analyzed 
using thematic analysis to identify recurring patterns in students’ perceptions and experiences. The 
findings reveal four key dimensions of social justice learning in the law classroom. First, exposure 
to legal case analysis helps students develop critical awareness of social inequality and the ways in 
which legal systems interact with real-life conditions. Second, classroom discussions encourage 
students to negotiate the tension between legality and morality, prompting deeper ethical reflection. 
Third, engagement with cases involving marginalized groups fosters empathy and strengthens 
students’ understanding of the human impact of legal decisions. Finally, these experiences 
contribute to the formation of students’ professional identity, encouraging them to reflect on their 
future roles as socially responsible legal practitioners. Collectively, the study highlights that the law 
classroom functions as an important space for shaping not only students’ legal knowledge but also 
their social consciousness, ethical sensitivity, and professional orientation. Integrating justice-
oriented dialogue into legal education can support the development of future lawyers who are more 
aware of the broader social implications of legal practice. 
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1.Introduction   

There has been a burgeoning research interest in the role of social justice within legal 
education, reflecting a growing awareness that the study of law cannot be separated from the social 
conditions in which it operates. Legal systems are deeply intertwined with issues of inequality, 
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power, and human rights, making it essential for future legal professionals to understand not only 
legal doctrines but also the broader social implications of their application. Scholars have 
increasingly emphasized that legal education should cultivate critical awareness, ethical sensitivity, 
and a commitment to fairness, particularly when addressing the needs of marginalized and 
underrepresented communities (Rhode, 2020; Menkel-Meadow, 2021; Nicolson, 2022; Sullivan et al., 
2022). 

Within this expanding body of scholarship, the law classroom is viewed as an important space 
where students begin to form their perspectives on justice, rights, and professional responsibility. 
Through the analysis of legal cases, discussion of real-world issues, and reflection on societal 
challenges, students are exposed to the complex relationship between legal principles and social 
realities. Research has shown that engagement with social justice topics can deepen students’ critical 
thinking and encourage them to question how laws function in practice, particularly in contexts 
involving inequality, discrimination, and access to legal protection (Marshall, 2020; Hyams, 2021; 
Giddings, 2023; Granfield, 2024). These developments suggest that social justice is no longer 
positioned as a peripheral theme in legal education but is increasingly recognized as a foundational 
dimension of legal training that shapes how future lawyers understand their roles within society. 

Despite the expanding attention to social justice within legal education, much of the existing 
scholarship has focused primarily on curriculum design, clinical programs, and institutional 
commitments to public service. While these initiatives play a significant role in promoting social 
awareness, they often emphasize structural or programmatic aspects rather than examining how 
social justice is experienced and interpreted by students within everyday classroom learning. In 
many law faculties, discussions related to justice, inequality, and rights are embedded within 
doctrinal teaching, yet the ways in which students engage with, internalize, and make sense of these 
issues remain relatively underexplored (Albiston & Sandefur, 2020; Tokarz, 2021; Wizner, 2022; 
Bloch, 2023). 

Another limitation in current research lies in the tendency to approach social justice education 
from the perspective of institutional goals rather than student experience. Much attention has been 
given to clinical legal education and community service as key pathways for cultivating justice-
oriented thinking, but fewer studies have examined how classroom-based discussions, case analyses, 
and reflective learning contribute to students’ evolving understanding of fairness and legal 
responsibility (Quigley, 2020; Lerman, 2021; Sarat, 2022; Krieger, 2024). As a result, the everyday 
pedagogical processes through which social justice awareness develops in formal academic settings 
are not fully understood. This gap suggests the need for closer qualitative inquiry into how law 
students encounter and interpret social justice concepts during their routine academic experiences. 
Understanding these classroom-based interactions is important because they may shape students’ 
professional identity, ethical orientation, and perception of the role of law in addressing social 
inequality. 

Responding to these gaps, this study seeks to explore how social justice is understood, 
experienced, and negotiated by law students within everyday classroom discussions. Rather than 
focusing on formal clinical programs or institutional initiatives, the study centers on the classroom 
as a critical space where students encounter legal cases, debate ethical dilemmas, and reflect on 
issues related to inequality, rights, and fairness. Through these academic interactions, students begin 
to interpret how legal knowledge connects to broader social realities and to their future professional 
roles. 

This research adopts a qualitative approach to capture students’ perspectives as they engage 
with social justice themes embedded in doctrinal courses. Attention is given to how students 
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respond to discussions involving real-life legal conflicts, marginalized groups, and questions of 
access to justice. The study also examines how classroom dialogue contributes to the formation of 
students’ awareness, values, and interpretations of justice in legal practice. By focusing on lived 
classroom experiences, this research moves beyond curriculum analysis and instead highlights the 
everyday processes through which social justice understanding develops in academic settings. 
Through this perspective, the study aims to contribute to a more nuanced understanding of how 
legal education shapes students’ ethical and social orientations. It seeks to illuminate how classroom-
based engagement influences students’ perceptions of law as both a system of rules and a mechanism 
for addressing social inequality. Guided by this aim, the study addresses the following research 
questions: (1) How do law students interpret social justice issues during classroom discussions? (2) 
How do classroom interactions influence students’ awareness of justice, rights, and social 
responsibility? 
 
2. Research Method  
2.1 Research Design  

This study employed a qualitative case study design to examine how social justice is 
interpreted and negotiated by law students within classroom discussions. A case study approach 
was considered appropriate because the research focuses on exploring a contemporary educational 
phenomenon within its real-life context, particularly the dynamics of interaction, reflection, and 
meaning-making that occur during legal learning. As Yin (2018) explains, case study research is 
suitable when the aim is to investigate complex social processes in depth and within natural settings. 
In this study, the law classroom was treated as the central unit of analysis, where discussions of legal 
cases and ethical issues provide opportunities for students to engage with questions of justice and 
inequality. By adopting this design, the research seeks to capture how students construct their 
understanding of social justice through dialogue, interpretation, and participation in academic 
activities. This approach allows for a holistic examination of how legal knowledge and social 
awareness intersect in everyday learning experiences. 
 
2.2 Research Participants 

This study involved 18 participants drawn from an undergraduate law program where 
classroom discussions frequently addressed legal cases related to rights, justice, and social issues. 
The participants consisted of 18 law students selected through purposive sampling based on their 
active involvement in classroom discussions and willingness to share their perspectives. The 
selection aimed to capture a range of viewpoints from students at different stages of their academic 
journey, as exposure to legal theory and case analysis often shapes how they interpret social justice 
issues. 

The participants represented diverse academic levels and backgrounds, allowing the study to 
explore how students with varying experiences engage with discussions of fairness, inequality, and 
legal responsibility. Their involvement in courses that regularly included debates, case 
interpretations, and reflective dialogue provided a relevant context for understanding how social 
justice awareness develops within formal legal education settings. 
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Table 1. Demographic Information of Participants 
Category Group Number Details 
Total Participants Law Students 18 Undergraduate level 
Gender Male 9  

Female 9  
Age Range 19–23 years 18 Various academic years 
Academic Level Year 2 7 Intermediate stage 

Year 3 6 Advanced stage 
Year 4 5 Final-year students 

 
 
2.3 Research Intruments  

To explore how law students interpret and engage with social justice issues in classroom 
settings, this study employed qualitative data collection instruments designed to capture depth and 
reflection. The primary instrument was a semi-structured interview guide aimed at eliciting 
students’ perspectives on classroom discussions related to legal cases, ethical dilemmas, and issues 
of inequality. The interview questions focused on how students responded to discussions of rights, 
fairness, and legal responsibility, as well as how these experiences influenced their understanding 
of the role of law in society. In addition to interviews, non-participant classroom observations were 
conducted to document how social justice themes emerged during lectures, case analyses, and group 
discussions. An observation sheet was used to record patterns of interaction, types of issues 
discussed, and students’ levels of engagement. Field notes were also taken to capture the atmosphere 
of discussions, moments of debate, and instances where students expressed critical reflections. These 
combined instruments enabled a more comprehensive understanding of how social justice 
awareness develops through classroom-based experiences. 
 
2.4 Research Procedures 

The research was conducted through several systematic stages to ensure the collection of rich 
and credible data. First, formal permission was obtained from the faculty of law to observe selected 
classes where legal cases and social issues were frequently discussed. After receiving approval, the 
researcher introduced the study to potential participants and explained its purpose. Students who 
agreed to participate provided informed consent prior to the data collection process. Data collection 
took place over a period of several weeks. The process began with classroom observations to identify 
how social justice themes naturally emerged during lectures, case analyses, and group discussions. 
These observations helped the researcher understand the learning context and identify students who 
actively engaged in classroom dialogue. Following this stage, semi-structured interviews were 
conducted individually with the selected participants. All interviews were audio-recorded with 
permission and later transcribed for analysis. Throughout the process, field notes were maintained 
to document discussion dynamics, student interactions, and contextual insights. 

 
2.5 Data Analyisis  

The data were analyzed using a thematic analysis approach to identify patterns related to 
how law students interpret and respond to social justice issues within classroom discussions. This 
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process followed the interactive model proposed by Miles, Huberman, and Saldaña (2014), which 
involves three interconnected steps: data condensation, data display, and conclusion drawing. First, 
all interview recordings were transcribed verbatim, and observation notes were organized to build 
familiarity with the dataset. The researcher then conducted initial coding by identifying meaningful 
segments related to students’ perceptions of fairness, rights, inequality, and legal responsibility. 
Next, similar codes were grouped into broader categories to capture recurring ideas across 
participants. These categories were then refined into key themes that reflected how social justice 
awareness developed through classroom dialogue and reflection. Data displays, such as thematic 
summaries and grouped narratives, were used to support interpretation. To ensure consistency and 
credibility, insights from interviews were continuously compared with classroom observation data 
throughout the analysis process. 

 
3. Findings 

The analysis revealed four interconnected themes that illustrate how law students interpret 
and negotiate social justice issues within classroom discussions: (1) developing awareness of 
inequality through legal case analysis, (2) negotiating tensions between legality and morality, (3) 
strengthening empathy toward marginalized groups, and (4) shaping professional identity through 
exposure to justice-related dilemmas. 
 
3.1 Developing Awareness of Inequality through Legal Case Analysis 

One of the most dominant patterns in the data shows that classroom discussions centered on 
legal cases became a key space where students began to recognize social inequality more clearly. 
Through analyzing cases related to labor rights, discrimination, and access to legal protection, 
students started to see that law operates within complex social realities. Many participants expressed 
that examining real legal situations helped them move beyond viewing law as a neutral system of 
rules. Instead, they began to understand how economic background, social status, and power 
relations influence how justice is experienced. 
 
One student described how case analysis shifted their understanding of law and inequality: 
 

"When we study cases about people who struggle to get legal help, I start to see that the law is not 
always equally accessible. Some people have more resources and knowledge, while others don’t. It makes 
me think that justice is not only about rules, but also about real conditions in society." (S3, Female, 
20 years old) 

 
Another participant reflected on how legal examples made social issues more visible: 
 

"Before, I thought law was mainly about solving disputes. But after discussing cases about workers 
and vulnerable groups, I began to notice how legal outcomes can be different depending on someone’s 
social position. That made me more aware of inequality." (S11, Male, 22 years old) 

 
A similar reflection was shared by another student who emphasized the human dimension behind 
legal texts: 
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"When we read case documents, at first it feels technical. But when the lecturer explains the background 
story, I start to realize that there are real people behind each case. That makes me think more about 
fairness and social justice." (S6, Female, 21 years old) 

 
Another participant highlighted how these discussions encouraged critical thinking: 
 

"Sometimes the decision looks correct from a legal perspective, but when we discuss the situation 
deeply, I begin to question whether it is truly fair for everyone involved. That makes me reflect more on 
what justice really means." (S15, Male, 23 years old) 

 
These narratives suggest that classroom case analysis plays a significant role in helping students 
recognize the social dimensions of law and develop a deeper awareness of inequality. 
 
3.2 Negotiating Tensions between Legality and Morality 

Another strong theme that emerged from the data concerns the tension students experienced 
when trying to reconcile what is legally correct with what feels morally just. Classroom discussions 
often exposed situations where legal decisions followed established rules but did not always align 
with students’ personal sense of fairness. This created moments of reflection where students began 
to question the relationship between law, ethics, and justice. Through debates and case 
interpretations, students were encouraged to think beyond legal technicalities and consider the 
broader moral implications of legal outcomes. 

 
Several participants described how these discussions pushed them to confront difficult questions 
about the purpose and limits of law. One student explained: 
 

"Sometimes when we discuss a case, the decision is clearly based on the law, but it still feels unfair to 
certain people. That makes me think about whether being legal is always the same as being just. It can 
be confusing, but it also makes me think more deeply." (S5, Male, 21 years old) 

 
Another student reflected on the internal conflict that emerged during discussions: 
 

"There are moments when I understand why a judge made a certain decision based on the law, but 
emotionally I feel that the outcome is not right. That situation makes me question how morality and 
law should work together." (S12, Female, 22 years old) 

 
A similar sentiment was expressed by another participant who described the learning experience as 
intellectually challenging: 
 

"In class debates, we sometimes defend legal arguments even when we personally disagree with them. 
It forces us to separate personal feelings from legal reasoning, but at the same time it makes us think 
about the ethical side of legal work." (S1, Male, 20 years old) 

 
Another student emphasized how these tensions shaped their understanding of justice: 
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"When the lecturer asks us to look at a case from both legal and moral perspectives, I start to realize 
that justice is not always simple. Law provides structure, but morality helps us reflect on whether the 
outcome is truly fair." (S9, Female, 23 years old) 

 
These reflections indicate that classroom discussions serve as a space where students actively 
negotiate the relationship between legality and morality, gradually forming more complex and 
critical understandings of justice. 
 
 
3.3 Strengthening Empathy toward Marginalized Groups 

A further theme emerging from the data highlights how classroom discussions contributed 
to the development of empathy toward individuals and groups affected by legal decisions. Through 
examining cases involving workers, women, minorities, and economically disadvantaged 
communities, students began to see the human impact behind legal processes. Rather than 
perceiving cases as abstract legal problems, many participants described feeling more emotionally 
connected to the people represented in those situations. This exposure appeared to shape a more 
compassionate understanding of the role of law in addressing social realities. 
 
One student explained how learning about real-life cases influenced their emotional perspective: 
 

"When we discuss cases involving people who are treated unfairly, I start to imagine how difficult their 
situation must be. It is not just about reading legal documents anymore. I feel more aware that the law 
affects real lives, and that makes me think more carefully." (S8, Female, 21 years old) 
 

Another participant reflected on how these discussions helped them see beyond legal arguments: 
"Sometimes we talk about cases involving poor families or workers who lose their rights. Hearing the 
background story makes me feel more connected to their struggles. It reminds me that law is not only 
about winning or losing, but about people’s lives." (S14, Male, 22 years old) 
 

A similar reflection was shared by another student who described a growing sense of social 
awareness: 
 

"After discussing cases related to discrimination, I started to understand that some groups face more 
challenges than others. It made me more sensitive to how law can protect or sometimes fail to protect 
them." (S2, Female, 20 years old) 

 
Another participant emphasized how classroom dialogue shaped their emotional response: 

 
"When we listen to different perspectives in class, especially about vulnerable groups, I feel that I begin 
to understand their experiences more deeply. It makes me reflect on how I would act if I were in their 
position." (S17, Male, 23 years old) 

 
These accounts suggest that classroom engagement with justice-related cases helps cultivate 
empathy, encouraging students to consider the human dimension of legal practice and its impact on 
marginalized communities. 
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3.4 Shaping Professional Identity through Justice-Oriented Reflection 
The final theme reveals that repeated exposure to justice-related discussions contributed to 

the early formation of students’ professional identity as future legal practitioners. Through debates, 
case analysis, and reflective dialogue, students began to imagine their future roles not only as legal 
experts but also as individuals who carry social responsibility. These classroom experiences 
encouraged them to think about what kind of lawyers they wanted to become and how they might 
respond to situations involving inequality, rights, and fairness. Over time, the learning process 
appeared to shift from understanding the law to reflecting on the ethical commitments that 
accompany legal practice. 

 
One student described how classroom discussions influenced their view of their future profession: 
 

"When we talk about real cases and social issues, I start to think about what kind of lawyer I want to 
be. I realize that being a lawyer is not only about understanding the law, but also about helping people 
who may not have strong support." (S4, Female, 21 years old) 

 
Another participant explained how exposure to justice-related topics shaped their sense of 
responsibility: 
 

"Listening to discussions about access to justice makes me reflect on my role in the future. I feel that as 
a law student, I should not only aim for a career but also think about how I can contribute to society." 
(S10, Male, 22 years old) 

 
A similar perspective was shared by another student who began to reconsider the meaning of legal 
work: 

"At first, I thought becoming a lawyer was mainly about professional success. But after many class 
discussions about fairness and inequality, I began to think more about ethics and the impact of legal 
decisions on people’s lives." (S1, Female, 20 years old) 

 
Another participant emphasized how these reflections shaped their long-term goals: 
 

"These conversations make me more aware that law is closely connected to social justice. It makes me 
think carefully about the kind of cases I would like to handle in the future and the values I want to hold 
as a legal professional." (S16, Male, 23 years old) 

 
These narratives indicate that classroom engagement with social justice themes plays an important 
role in shaping students’ professional identity, encouraging them to see legal practice as both a career 
path and a moral commitment. 
 
4. Discussion  

The findings indicate that classroom engagement with legal case analysis plays a crucial role 
in shaping students’ early awareness of social inequality. Rather than perceiving law as a neutral 
and purely technical system, students begin to recognize that legal structures operate within broader 
social, economic, and political contexts. This shift reflects an important pedagogical function of legal 
education: the classroom becomes a space where students critically examine how legal principles 
interact with real-world conditions. Through exposure to cases involving labor rights, 
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discrimination, and access to justice, students gradually develop a more reflective understanding of 
how inequality is produced, maintained, and sometimes challenged through legal mechanisms. 

This process aligns with critical perspectives in legal education that emphasize the 
importance of connecting legal doctrine with social realities. Kennedy (2020) argues that legal 
training should encourage students to question how power relations influence the interpretation and 
application of law. Similarly, Tamanaha (2021) highlights that legal systems are deeply embedded 
in social structures, and understanding this relationship is essential for developing socially conscious 
legal professionals. When students engage with cases that reveal disparities in legal access and 
outcomes, they are prompted to reconsider the assumption that law functions equally for all 
members of society. 

Research in socio-legal studies further suggests that early exposure to inequality-related legal 
issues can shape students’ analytical sensitivity and broaden their perception of justice (Mertz, 2020). 
Cummings (2022) also notes that discussions centered on real-life legal struggles help students move 
beyond abstract reasoning and recognize the lived consequences of legal decisions. More recently, 
Banakar (2023) emphasizes that legal education plays a key role in cultivating critical legal awareness 
by encouraging students to interrogate the relationship between law, society, and power. In this 
sense, the classroom becomes not only a site of knowledge acquisition but also a formative space 
where students begin to develop a socially grounded understanding of law. 

The findings reveal that classroom discussions often place students in situations where they 
must confront the tension between what is legally valid and what feels morally just. Through debates 
and case analysis, students are exposed to decisions that follow formal legal reasoning but may 
produce outcomes perceived as unfair. This creates an important moment of intellectual and ethical 
reflection, as students begin to recognize that legality and justice do not always align. Such 
experiences push them to critically examine the limits of legal rules and to consider the moral 
dimensions of legal practice. 

This tension has long been recognized as a central issue in legal philosophy and education. 
Hart (2020) explains that legal systems operate through structured rules and procedures that provide 
stability, yet these structures do not always guarantee morally desirable outcomes. Similarly, Fuller 
(2021) argues that the legitimacy of law depends not only on its procedural validity but also on its 
moral coherence. When students encounter cases where legal correctness appears to conflict with 
their ethical intuitions, they are compelled to engage in deeper reasoning about the purpose and 
meaning of justice. In educational contexts, this negotiation process contributes to the development 
of ethical sensitivity and professional judgment. Kronman (2020) emphasizes that legal training 
should prepare students to grapple with complex moral dilemmas rather than merely apply rules 
mechanically. Nussbaum (2021) also highlights the importance of moral imagination in 
understanding the human impact of legal decisions. More recent discussions suggest that reflective 
engagement with ethical tensions helps students develop a more nuanced view of legal 
responsibility and decision-making (Lubet, 2022; Postema, 2023). Through these experiences, the 
classroom becomes a space where students begin to construct a balanced understanding of law as 
both a system of rules and a moral enterprise. 

A further issue that arises from the findings concerns the development of empathy as an 
integral component of legal learning. Through repeated exposure to cases involving vulnerable 
communities, students begin to move beyond technical interpretation and develop a more human-
centered understanding of law. This suggests that the study of law, when grounded in real social 
contexts, has the potential to foster emotional awareness alongside analytical reasoning. As students 
reflect on the experiences of individuals affected by legal decisions, they start to recognize that legal 
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practice involves not only logical judgment but also sensitivity to human suffering, dignity, and 
fairness. This humanizing dimension of legal education has been increasingly emphasized in 
contemporary scholarship. Bandes (2020) argues that emotion and empathy are not obstacles to legal 
reasoning but essential elements that allow practitioners to understand the broader consequences of 
legal action. Similarly, Maroney (2021) highlights that emotional awareness helps legal professionals 
interpret cases in ways that acknowledge the complexity of human experience. When students 
encounter narratives of injustice in classroom discussions, they begin to see the law as a system that 
directly affects people’s lives rather than an abstract set of principles. 

Educational research also suggests that empathy can play a formative role in shaping ethical 
judgment and social responsibility. Henderson (2020) notes that exposure to stories of inequality and 
marginalization encourages students to develop a deeper moral sensitivity. In the context of 
professional training, West (2022) argues that cultivating empathy can help future lawyers balance 
objectivity with compassion. More recent discussions further emphasize that empathy supports the 
development of reflective practitioners who are capable of considering the social impact of their 
decisions (Menkel-Meadow, 2023). In this light, legal education becomes not only a site for 
intellectual formation but also a space where emotional awareness contributes to the shaping of 
socially responsible legal professionals. 

Beyond shaping students’ awareness, moral reasoning, and empathy, the findings point to a 
deeper transformative outcome: the gradual formation of professional identity grounded in justice-
oriented values. Classroom engagement with cases involving inequality, rights, and ethical 
dilemmas appears to prompt students to reflect not only on legal knowledge but also on the type of 
legal professionals they aspire to become. Through repeated exposure to justice-related discussions, 
students begin to imagine their future roles as lawyers who must navigate complex social realities, 
balancing professional ambition with ethical responsibility. In this sense, legal education functions 
as an early site of identity construction, where students internalize the values, commitments, and 
purposes associated with the legal profession. Scholars have increasingly recognized professional 
identity formation as a central goal of legal education. Hamilton (2020) argues that becoming a 
lawyer involves more than mastering legal doctrine; it requires the development of ethical self-
awareness and a clear sense of professional responsibility. Similarly, Sullivan (2021) emphasizes that 
legal training should guide students to integrate knowledge, skills, and moral purpose into a 
coherent professional identity. When students engage with justice-related cases, they are encouraged 
to reflect on how their future decisions may affect individuals and communities, thereby deepening 
their understanding of law as a socially embedded profession. 

Recent research further suggests that reflective engagement with real-world legal issues can 
help students articulate their values and long-term goals. Monson and Hamilton (2022) highlight 
that exposure to ethical dilemmas supports the development of a sense of vocation rather than 
merely a career orientation. Kruse (2023) also notes that identity formation is strengthened when 
students are encouraged to see themselves as agents of justice within the legal system. In a similar 
vein, Daicoff (2024) underscores the importance of integrating personal values with professional 
expectations to foster a more humane and socially responsive legal practice. Together, these 
perspectives suggest that the law classroom plays a critical role in shaping not only what students 
know, but who they are becoming as future legal professionals. 

This study offers important implications for legal education by highlighting the role of 
classroom discussions as a formative space for developing social awareness, ethical sensitivity, 
empathy, and professional identity among law students. The findings suggest that integrating 
justice-oriented dialogue and real-life case reflection into doctrinal teaching can help students 
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connect legal knowledge with social realities, thereby preparing them to become more socially 
responsible legal professionals. These insights encourage law faculties to view the classroom not 
only as a site for technical instruction but also as a space for shaping values and professional 
purpose. However, this study also has several limitations. The research was conducted within a 
single institutional context and involved a relatively small group of participants, which may limit 
the generalizability of the findings. In addition, the data relied primarily on self-reported reflections 
and classroom observations, which capture perceptions rather than long-term behavioral outcomes. 
Future research may involve multiple law schools, longitudinal designs, or the inclusion of lecturers’ 
perspectives to provide a more comprehensive understanding of how social justice awareness 
develops throughout legal training. 
 
5. Conclusion  

This study set out to explore how social justice is understood, experienced, and negotiated by 
law students through classroom discussions. The findings demonstrate that the law classroom 
functions as more than a site for learning legal doctrine; it is also a meaningful space where students 
begin to develop awareness of inequality, reflect on ethical dilemmas, and shape their emerging 
professional identities. Through engagement with real legal cases and dialogic learning, students 
gradually move beyond viewing law as a neutral system of rules and start to recognize its deep 
connection to social realities and human experiences. The discussion highlights several key insights. 
First, classroom case analysis contributes to the development of critical awareness, enabling students 
to recognize how legal systems interact with issues of power, access, and inequality. Second, 
exposure to tensions between legality and morality encourages students to think more deeply about 
the ethical dimensions of legal practice. Third, repeated engagement with justice-related issues 
fosters empathy toward marginalized groups, helping students understand the human 
consequences of legal decisions. Finally, these experiences play a significant role in shaping students’ 
professional identity, prompting them to reflect on their future roles and responsibilities within 
society. Taken together, the findings suggest that legal education plays a formative role in cultivating 
not only legal knowledge but also social consciousness and ethical orientation. By creating spaces 
for reflective discussion and critical engagement, law classrooms can contribute to preparing future 
legal professionals who are not only technically competent but also socially aware and morally 
grounded. Strengthening justice-oriented dialogue within legal education may therefore support the 
development of a more responsive and responsible legal profession. 
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